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STALINISM AND THY BETRAYAL OF THE SPANISH MASSES 
eR KH ke OK 


Victory was possible for the Spanish workers and peasants before and even 
after Franco launched the Fascist rebellion. The system of semi-feudal imperi- 
alism has been long obeolete, rotten-ripe for overthrow. ‘The workers of Spain 
have developed a high degree of class-conscicusness. They have been and are 
eager to abolish the outworn social and economic fabric of the exploiters and 
establish collectivized production under the revolutionary rule of the toilars 
thomselves. The peasantry, too, in rocont years has been ready to unite with 
the proletariat in the struggle agairist the capitalists and the landlords. But 
despite their overwhelming numbors, their strategic position in Spanish socicty, 
their sturdy revolutionary spirit of solf-sacrifice, heroic deeds and unshak- 
able faith in their cause, the toilors of Spain have met with the bloodiest fate 
in the history of the working class. 


Why? What has been fatal in the situation that has sealed the fate of the 
Spanish revolution? 


Every honest worker who is devoted to the cause of his class is duty-bound 
to make a searching inquiry into the wnderlying reasons for the appalling cata- 
strophe. He must examine in detail tiie policies that have beon laid dom for 
the Spanish workers and peasants by tne organizatior he supports. Next, he 
must examine dispagsionately, with an open mind, the policies other organiza- 
tions have introduced or advocated for Spain. Ho who, sincerely wants to get to 
the bottom of the great tragedy will not accept flimsy explanations or half-— 
truths but will seek to mako plain to himself and to other workers the basic 
reasons that have made the victory of Fascism possible. Every worker must ask 
himself "Has the policy of my organization been correct for the workingclass?” 


What can serve the workers as a guiding light in their attempt to find 
the precise answer to this all-important question? 


The most eminent leaders and teachers of tho proletariat, Marx, Engels 
and Lenin, through long and careful study of tne experience of tho proletariat 
in its struggle against its enemies hammered out their mirmte analysis into a 
scientifically correct policy which alone can insure victory for the toilers. 
Along with laying down the strategy and tacti¢s for the workingclass, these 
great revOlutionists found it necessary to warn the workers against certain 
possible dangers, errors and snares. A false policy throws tho advantage in 
the strugele to the oourgeoisie, inviting disaster; and a woll-disguised trap 
definitely dooms the revolutionary vanguard to physical destruction and sets 
back the forces that struggle for the abolition of capitalism. 


When in April 1931 upon the flight of Alfonso XIII Spain became a bourg-— 
e0is-parliamentary republic every worker sufficiently versed in politics knew 
that such a republic could not endure inthe presence of an advariced working- 
class. The fire that tho Polshoviks kindled in October 1917 in the Hast of 
Europe would now flaro up in the West. A second Workers State was avout to is- 
sue out of the womb of the dying capitalist socioty. 


Oddly enough, those at tho head of the first Workers State, instead of 
greeting this glorious perspective with an outourst of inspiring entimsiasn 
that would echo throughout the entire world, showed evidence of coolness arid 
ever. discomfort as mirrored in the Soviet pross: 


"The first Soviot coment on the events in Spain appears in 
the leading editorial in the newspaper PRAVDA today, but the or- 
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gan of the Russian Communist Party seems none too jubilant over 
the prospects of the revolutionary struggle which it clearly ex- 
pects will follow Alfonso's downfall." (Walter Duranty, The New 
York Times, April 17, 1931. Oar emphasis.) 


“Paradoxically enough, it appears that Moscow is not over- 
delighted by this circumstance - in fact it may almost be said 
that if tho Spanish rovolution ‘swings left' as Moscow now oxp- 
Octs Moscow will be more embarrassed than pleased. One would 
naturally have expected PRAVDA to salute the chance of a Spanish 
proletariat's struggle for power with loud and glowing énthusi- 
asm and to appeal to the Russian people to support and encourage 
their Spanish comrades. Instead of that, Pravda's first reaction 
was a dismal editorial, stale ag a damp squib." (Walter Duranty, 
The New York Times, April 19, 1931.) 


The Republican-Socialist government of Spain, unalterably committed to the 
preservation of Spanish imperialism, held back the swirling tide of workers and 
peasant masses chiefly by means of empty promises, lofty generalities and sub- 
tle deception. Its constitution declared that "Spain is a Republic of the Wor- 
kers of All Classes"! While the Socialist and Anarcho-Syndicalist leaders dup- 
ed the masses with assurances of the possibility of solution of the land quest- 
ion and the establishment of a Socialist society in a peaceful manner, the gov— 
ernment took over and strengthened the repressive machinery which had been emp- 
loyed by the Alfonso regime. The members of the Civil Guards and the p o lice 
force were increased as well as the army at whose head were placed Fascist and 
Monarchist generals: Francisco Franpo who later organized the Fascist rebellion, 
General Goded, Emilio Mola, Quepo de Llano and others. The government machine 
of the Republic was shot through with the most reactionary elements. 


The Communist Party of Spain was rolatively a meager force, its memborship 
mumbering a bare 900. The leaders of che Comintern and of the Spanish Commun- 
ist Party openly recognized that Spain was entering a period of proletarian re- 
volution: "In Spain there is a revolution which is growing over from a bourgeois- 
democratic into a prolotarian revolution." (D.Z.Manuilsky, The Rovolutionary Cri- 
sis Is Maturing, p.6). Tho Spanish masses were throbbing with revolutionary an- 
imation, exhibiting with incréasing froquency their readiness to overthrow the 
exploiters. Clearly, Spain was living through its 1917. The formation of Sov- 
iets was on the agenda of history, as was plainly stated by the leaders of the 
Comintern: 


"In Spain the question of Soviets is on the order of the day." 
(Gabriel Peri, "Further Sharpening of tho Situation in Spain," Inpre- 
sorr, June 4, 1931, p.527.) 


This correct appraisal was. in complete accord with Lenin's thesis "The ep- 
och of bourgeois-democratic parliamentarian has ended. A new chapter of world 
history, tho epoch of proletarian dictatorship, has begun." (Quoted in the COM- 
MUNIST, September, 1934, p. 903). 


But instead of the Leninist policy of patiently teaching and explaining 
to the workers their orrors and illusions about the bourgeois republic, with a 
view to winning thom to the program of proletarian revolution on the basis of 
their own experience, the Communist Party pursued ultra-Leftist tactics. 0. 
Piatnitsky, outstanding leader of the Comintern, wrote in The World Economic 
Crisis, p. 633: "When the masses cane out on the streets to celebrate the proc- 
lamation of the Republic, the Communists shouted 'Down with the republic,! just 
as did the monarchists." While the masses, flushed with the victory over the 


inane ea oo 8. | O es eee 


ote os 


monarohy, completely under the spell of the demagogic radical phrasee of the Soc- 
Jaliste and Anarcho-syndicalists, were in a delirious joy over the neawly-estab- 
lished "regime of liberty," the members of the Communist Party discredited Len~ 
ini@s by conducting wild putches to everthrow the Republic: 


"Our comrades tried to seize the palace of the Catalonian Gov- 
ernment in Bareelona. In Madrid, as well as in Barcelona, and Bil- 
bao, we had armed clashes with the police and the anarchists which 
resulted in killed and wounded..."("The Spanish Communist Party and 
the Revolutionary Situation," The Commnist International, July l, 
1931, p. 327) 


In fine, the Commnist Party, despite its correct estimation of the histo- 
rical moment, enacted a policy termed by Lenin as ultra-Leftist, a policy round- 
ly condemned by him as playing into the hands of tho enemios of the workerse 


The leaders of the Comintern who fashioned its policies departed from the 
evaluation of the true nature and role of the Social Democracy as established by 
Lenin. They told the workers that Social Democracy is a variety of Fascism - 
Social-Fascism: 


“When wo speak of the Socialists as social fascists, we are 
not merely abusing them, we are giving the scientific description.. 
«eeSocialisats in words, fascists in deeds! That is what social 
fascism means." (Earl Browder, The Meaning of Social-Fascism, pp.14-15.) 


It was even stated in the official organ of the Comintern that Social Dem. 
ocracy is actual Fascism! "Indoed, social-fascism by no means needs to be dev— 
eloped into 'pure! fascism. It already IS actual fascism." (THE COMMUNIST INT- 
ERNATIONAL, Vol. VII, No. 2-3, p. 101. Capitals in the original.) 


The revolutionary situation stirred the Spanish towns and villages to 
their nether depths. The toiling masses in strikes and demonstrations wer 6 
shaking the foundation of Spanish capitalism and landlordism. For Spain it was 
either proletarian revolution or stabilization of the rule cf the exploiters 
under a Fascist regime, The big bankors, landowners and army officerre in view 
of the unabated rovolutionary enthusiasm of the toilers, made preparations for a 
Fascist dictatorship. The Spanish Social Democracy precisely as its brethren 
before in Germany, Austria, France and in 1917 in Kerensky's Russia, confused the 
workers with illusions about capitalist democracy, held the peasants back from 
taking over the land, and carried on their traditional policy of collaboration 
with the bourgeoisie. The Fascist danger was looming more real daily. It was 
necessary for the masses to destroy the économic basis of Fascism - private pro- 
perty in land and industry and shatter the capitalist State machinery. The 
Socialists demagogically mouthed phrases against the Fascist SenESE while doing 
nothing to wipe it out. 


But the policy of the Comintern was shockingly "strange" in theso crucial 
circumstances. Instead of waking the toilers to the realization that the Fas- 
cists were making ready to use their iron fist against the masses, the leaders 


of the Comintern declared that it was a deception to state that the chief onemy 
was Fascism: 


"The Sooial-democrats, in order to deceive the masses, deliber-— 
ately proclaim that the chief enemy of the working class is Fascism." 


(Do Ze Manuiilsky, The Communist Parties and the Crisis of Capitalism, 
De lle. 
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Diverting the oyes of the masses from the Fascist danger, the leader- 
ship of tho Comintorn laid down the line of directing the main blow against 
Sacial democracy, "Social Fascism": 


"Therefore, to beat the enomy, the bourgeoisie, we must 
direct the main blow against its ehief social bulwark, against the 
chicf ecnomy of Conrmnism in tho working class, against Social Dem 
Ocracy against Social Fascism." (T. Gussev, The Communist Inter- 
national, No. 19, October 15, 1932, p.674. Our emphasis.) 


And tho official organ of the Comintern recorded the order of the Execu- 
tive of the Cor:intorn tc the offect that tho Cormrunists rust throw all the re- 
sources Of the party into the struggle against Social Democracy: 


"All the rogources of the party must be thrown into the 
fight against Social Democracy." (The Communist Intornational, 
July 1931, No. 25-26, p. 1154. Our emphasis.) 


The rovojutionery situation was dragging on, growing more acute. Tho 
landlords and capitalists weve ever less disposed to yield up their power and 
privileges. The government was introducing roactionary measures, suppressing 
strikes and jailing workere. In October tho masses rose in insurrection, which 
was crushed with rave ferocisy by Goneral Franco and the professional cutthroats 
of the Foreign Legion. The workers failed primarily becauss of tho vacillation 
and opportunism of their leaders, Socialists and Anarcho-Syndicalists, and con 
fusion caused by the Conmmist Party's policy of directing the main blow ag- 
ainst Social Democracy. 


Spanish Fascism, however, had not yet consolidated its strength to estab- 
lish its dictatorship, while the workers had not suffered a decisive defeat. 
Crucial strugles were in the offing. 


THE PEOPLE'S FRONT GOVERNMENT AND THE FINAL 


PREPARATIONS OF Hk FASCISTS 


Some time after the rise 2f Fascism in Germany the leaders of the Comin- 
tern changed their line. Th German Commnist Party had pursued an ultra-Left- 
ist line of putchisi: and "Social Fascism" - "we ought to direct our main offons— 
4ve against Social democracy "(Kuusinen, Prepare for Power, p. 105), and diverted 
the attention of the German workers from the danger of Fascism: "It may seem that 
in Germany, at the present time, for example, the chief social bulwark of the 
bourgeoisie is Fascism, and that, therefore, wo snould deal the chief blows ag-— 
ainst Fascism. This is not correct." (T. Gussev, The Communist International, 
No. 19, October 15, 1932, p, 674- Ouc emphasis), The Comintern, at the Sevonth 
Congress, officially ineagurated the ultra-Rightist line, sinco the workors 
showed bitter disappointment, even rasontment, ovor tno line that brought Hitlor. 
The policy during the ultra-Leftist swing was, No united front with the Social 
Democratic leuders and exposure of the Sovialist leacsrs as betrayers of the re- 
volution: "Thu Socialist Party and the trado union led by it faithfully serve 
the bourgeoisie and betray the revolution." (J. Dornicr, "The Revolutionary Wave 
in Spain," INVRWCORR, vonuary 12, 1€33, pn. 29-39). Now the leaders of the Com- 
intern were out for a united Prone with tha "Social Foseusts" and warned the 
Communist Party menhers against wiy attempt to uarask tic treacherous petty— 
bourgeois Sovial Democracy: "3. .We mast reiec? shucgiy all attempts in our 
ranks to treat the unitea front as a formal acramgenont, as a rocruiting device 
for the Communist Party, as an cppertunity vowmask the Socvial-Democratic load- 
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Borrowing from the Mensheviks and Social Democrats the opportunist policy 
of participation in a coalition government with the liberal bourgeoisie, the Se- 
venth Congress of the Comintern laid down the line of People's Front. ‘The Comm 
unist Party of Spain, now a considorable force, sponsored the formation of the 
People's Front which won the election in February 1936 and established the Peop- 
le's Front Government. 


The supposed bulwark against reaction, the People's Front Government ,mmin-~ 
tained the entire reactionary apparatus of the preceding Republican government. 
It maintained the old army with its landlord, monarchist and Fascist generals,in- 
cluding the butcher of the Asturian miners, General Francisco Franco. It went 
so far in its anti-workingclass policy as to maintain the band of hired murder- 
ers, tne Spanish Foreign Legion. 


The peasants and the workers, although under the corroding ‘influence of 
its opportunist leaders, soon began to feel that in so far as the problem of ag- 
rarian revolution, of socialization of: property, ot independence of Moragcco, 
this new Republican government basically was no different than its predecessors. 
It brought no escapo from drabness, dostitution arid capitalist exploitation. The 
only distinction, it seemed, was that the People's Front Government received the 
unreserved support of virtually all the parties of the Left, especially of the 
Communist Party. This party now with a membership of over a hundred thousand, 
and with influence, owing to the fact that it was backed by the leadership of 
the Soviet Union, far outweighing its numerical strength. had cast overboard its 
putchism, "Social Fascism" together with the correct slogan of Soviets and prol- 
etarian revolution, It became the main driving force of People's Frontism and 
the champion of bourgeois democracy. 


Before the introduction of the ultra-Rightist People's Frontism the lead- 
ers of the Comintern to a markod degree exposed the fraud of bourgeois democracy. 
Earl Browder, although interspersing his work with ultra-Leftist phrases about 
"Social Fascism", wrote quite correctly that bourgeois democracy is not the dest- 
royar but the mother of Fascism: 


"What are the ideas, the misconceptions, with which the social~ 
fascists confuse and disarm the workers? First, is the idea that 
fascism is the opposits of capitalist derocracy, and this democracy 
is therefore the means of combating and defeating fascism. This 
false idea serves a double purpose. By means of counterposing 'dem 
Ocracy against dictatorship! it tries to hide the fact that the cap- 
italist 'democracy' is only a form of the capitalist dictatorship; it 
tries to identify in the worker's mind the fascist dictatorship with 
he proletarian dictatorship in the Soviet Union, and thus cause the 
worker to reject the road of revolutim. At the same time, this slo 
gan is used to hide the fact that capitalist democracy is not the en- 
emy, but tho mother of fascism; that it is not the destroyer, but the 
creator of fascism. It uses the truth that fascism destroys democra- 
cy, to provagate the falsohood that democracy will also destroy: fas- 
cism." (Earl Browdor, Report to the Eighth Convention, Communism in 
the United States, p. 28. Our emphasis.) 


While the surging tide of the toiling masses continued in the direction 
of scizure of bourgeois property, the People's Front Government served the Fas- 
cists as a convenient screen behind which they were feverishly making their fih- 
al preparations. The well-known publication of the Comintern, the International 
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Press Correspondence, had this to report two weeks before the Fascist uprising: 


"The big landlords, the industrialists, the desperadoes of the 
Phalanx and the 'japistic! gangs of Gil Robles would not be so bold, 
perhaps, did they not sense the contimed existence of the monarch- 
se forces behind the power and order of the Republic. 

"...During the two years rule of Lerroux and Gil Robles a fas- 
cist burocracy was built up - and it is not dead yot. The Director 
of the Treasury is none other than Primo de Rivora....the President 
of the Committee for Culture is still the man who propoOsed a vote of 
congratulation to the Civil Guard, after October, upon their 'hero- 
ism! in Asturias. The Republican Ministers are surrounded by their 
old officialdom, which paralyzes their efforts. Within the offices 
of the administration lurk countless enemies..... 

"And the question of the Army: almost every officer is either a 
fascist Or (more often) a monarchist." ("Secrets of Spain," Inprecorr, 
July 4, 1936, p. 831.) 


The People's Front Government, throwing every advantage to reaction, al- 
lowed the Fascists tq use churches as arsunals. It removed the liberal govern- 
or of Oviedo for criticising the Fascists. It was informed that Franco in the 
War Ministry conducted selective recruiting of Fascist elements into the army. 
It was aware of the immonse and heightenot activity of tae Fascists throughout 
the country, in Madrid, in tho Guadarama Motntains. "Thanks to previously con- 
structed fortifications and entrenchments, the Fascists have been able to re- 
tain strategic points in the Guadarrama Mountains." (Harry Gannes, Daily Worker, 
August’ 4, 1936). "Before launching his rebellion, Franco and his fellaw-offic- 
ers t0ok care to remove military medical stocks from Madrid on the pretext of 
maneuvers in the north...." (Pierre Var Paassen, Daily Worker, October 7,1936). 


The leader of the Spanish Communist Party, Diaz, admitted that prepar-— 
ations had been completed before the People's Front parliamentary victory, and 
were reinforced and intensified after the elections: 


"Then came the putsch of Juiy 18th which surprised no one. 
Preparations had already been completed before the elections, part- 
icularly during the time that Gil Robles was Minister of War. They 
were reinforced and intensified after the elections." (Le Populaire, 
Soptember 8, 1936. Our emphasis.) 


When Franco had concluded his preparatims he struck for. power. 


Fearing the proletariat more than they feared Fascism, the government 
leaders in this hour of great emergency hesitated to take steps for the sup- 
pression of the Fascist rebellion. It was the workers, in the face of the 
sabotage of President Azana and other People's Front government leaders, who 
broke into arsenals, seized arms ané dashed upon the Fascists: 


"The key to an understanding of events in Spain is the fact 
that, in the four great cities of Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia and 
Malaga, where the rebellion was suppressed, the suppression was acc- 
Omplished not by government troops or by the Civil Guards, but by 
armd workers." (Walter Duranty, The Now York Times, Sept. 17, 1936.) 


The workers captured San Sabastian from the Fascists and occupied Toledo, 
laying seige to its fortress Alcazar. Cordoba, Saragossa, Ovicodo and other 
towns, held by the Fascists, were besieged. "Incredibly" enough in the faco of 
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the supreme importance of vigorous and sustained action against the Fascists, 
thousands of Asturian miners, armed with dymamite, were held back for some 
time from attacking the Fascist stronghold in Oviedo (New York Times, August 
17, 1937). It was the People's Front Govornment, through its dilatory tac- 
tics and sheer sabotage, that saved the Fascists and made the situatim run 
progressively worse. Azana stubbornly resisted the arming of the workers and 
peasants who acted independently and were in no mood to compromise with capit- 
alism. "He is known to have been strongly opposed to the arming of the popul- 
ace" (The New York Times, September 26, 1936). 


The governmont air force was immense comared with Franco's, outnumbering 
it twelve to one. The People's Front government would not send the air flect 
to attack the Fascists under the pretext that it could not trust its aviators: 


"MADRID SAID TO DISTRUST MEN INTES: AIR FORCE 

FEAR OF DESERTIONS LIMITS ATTACKS BY PLANE 
"Were it not for this lack of confidence, military tacticians point 
out, whole squadrons of planes could be thrown against enemy strong- 
holds to end the revolt. ‘At present,' one flior at Barajas airport, 
hero, was quoted, 'there are three planes for every flier who would 
be completely trustworthy. ! 
"Many Russians, Polish and Mexican fliers have offered their services, 
it was said, but the sovernment professes reluctance to employ them 
because international complications might result." (Tho New York 
Times, August 18, 1936.) 


An outstanding Socialist leader, Indalicio Prieto, an ardent backer of 
the People's Front, approved Premier Giral's refusal to order the bombardment 
of the Alcazar. Prieto admitted that after the rebellion had broken out the 
People's Front Government dia not employ its forces to the full extent: 


“tthe government forces,' he continued, 'have not been used up 
to now to their full efficiency, as would have been done in case of 
a foreign invasion, I take as a typical example that of Toledo, 
where a group of rebel officers is entrenched. It would have been 
very easy for one of our bombing planes to blow up tho Alcazar, but 
Gur enemics aro Sraniards, as we are, and this palace is one of our 
most precious art treasures.'" (The New York Times, August 4, 1936. 
Our emphasis.) 


"Our enemies are Spaniards, as we are." This is how the Socialist Pricto 
regarded the most rabid enemies of the workers, the bloodthirsty butcher Franco, 
the Fascist cutthroats and bandits! Privto at that time was Minister of Air in 
Largo Caballero's Cabinet. What would Lenin and the Bolsneviks have dono with 
a "Commissar" who had the chance but refused to strike a death blow at the 
White Guards and proclaimed that the savage enemies of the workers and peasants 
"aye Russians, as we are"? Without a shadow of a doubt such a treacherous ag- 
ent of Russian imperialism would have been severely dealt with by the Red Tri- 
bunal. The Socialist, Indalicio Prieto, having revealed his true sentiment 
was put in charge of conducting the war against Fascism. That in part accounts 
for the grave consequences. 


Prior to Franco's rebellion the People's Front Government had performed 
one half.of its service to Fascism. Now it was performing the other half. Be~ 
ing caught between two fires, the People's Front Government sought to stifle 
the one it dreaded most, tho fire from the Left. It checked the incredible in- 
dependent energy of the workers, at the same time adopting a feeble and flabby 
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Utilizing the golden opportunity, Franco rusi:ed up reinforcements from 
Morocco, while -a steadily swelling stream of war supplies was pouring into 
his camo from Mussolini and Hitler. Thanks to the sabvtage of the Feople's 
Front Government, Franco's rebellion gained a gigantic momentum. 


In France, the head of the People's Front Government, Socialist Blum, 
together with the representatives of Britisn imperialism, organized a "Non- 
Intervention Committee", 1m reality a transpar ut smeke screen behind which 
Mussclini aad Hitler could rusk still more effective assistance to Franco. 
Stalin's ropresentativius, instead of exposing this "non-interventim" smoke 
screen, joined in, and gave moral sanction to an official embargo upon ship=— 
ments of arms to Loyalist Spain: 


"SOVIET BANS ARMS FOR SPAIN 


"The Commissariat of Foreign Trade issued tonight an order pro- 
hibiting the shipment of munitions to Spain. The decree forbade the 
export, re-export or transit to Spain of all kinds; of arms, munitions, 
war matcrials, airplanes and warships. It was effective as of last 
Friday." (The New York Times, August 31, 1936.) 


In practice it meant that henceforth war supplies shipped to the Spanish 
"democracy," being bootleg goods, commanded a higher price; the Repuplican Gov- 
ernment being prevented from securing loans and credits abroad, was compelled, 
therefore, to part with its immense gold reserve. 


Franco's Forcign Legionnaires and Moors: advanced rapidly and soon app- 
roached the gates of Madrid. The People's Front Government, seeing death 
threatening from the fire from the Right hastoned to organize: tho defense. 


It is this two-faced treacherous policy of the liberals, and Socialist 
and "Communist" opportunists who were torn between tho desire of stopping Fas-— 
cism and the dread of vanyguishing Fascism that made the vlvimate victory of 
reaction a cortainty. There followed brief partial, victories over Franco al- 
ternating with catastrophic deveats of the Loyalists, with.Franco conquering 
one province of Spain after another. 


The military defense of "democracy" and, presumably of the interests of 
the workers and peasants, was entrusted to bourgeois officors. 


How "loyal" to the Republic and to the workers wero tho Republican off- 
icers, monarchists and Fascists most of them, and everyons an enomy of the 
yroletariat? "The government's most secret military plans reach the rebels 
almost as soon as they are issucd."{New York World Telspram, October 29, 1936.) 
Tae Daily Worker admitted that the fall of Malaga was dve to the sell-out by 
tne Republican command. When Franco detailed a large section of his army 
north, to the Basque and Asturian fronts, one would expect logically, that 
tae Luyalist armics in the East would launch a furioue attack to relieve the 
pressure. The Loyalist army was kept inactive. mly.when Franco was in a po- 
sition to transfer his troops from the North,the Loyalist command, to allay 
the growing suspicions of the workers, ordered an offensive. The Loyalist gon- 
erals were always too late. Even in the last months ot the war the sabotage 
went on. The dams noar Lerida, key to Barcelona, were dynamited when the Fas- 
Cists had already taken necessary precautions 


"Had the dams been dynamited forty-eight hours earlier the 
result might have beon more costly to the rebels." (World Telegram, 
March 31, 1938.) 
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The Comintern's "strange" policy was becoming "stranger". Lenin's warn- 
ing against support of bourgeois democracy was completely "forgotten". Only 
two or three years earlier the worzers were told, and quite correctly, that "the 
defense of bourgeois democracy is advanced for the purpose of maintaining the 
capitalist dictatorship as against the revolutionary dictatorship of ths prol- 
etariat! (TH COMMUNIST, April 1933), that "democracy" under the capitalist 
system "is a sct of forms to mask the dictatorship of the capitalist class..." 
(Wn. Z- Foster, THE WORKERS MONTHLY, Nov. 1924, p. °). Now the government of 
Wall Street imperialism, the worker's were told, is committed to democracy. 
"The United States government is committed to democracy. Let it show that in 
its stand on Spain." (Daily Worker, August 18, 1936.) 


Plainly, the leaders of the Comintern laid down a line for preserving 
capitalist dictatorship in Spain. To forestail the rise of Soviets and make 
certain that proletarian revolution is frustrated, the leaders raised the slog- 
an of single authority - the bourgeoisie: 


"The Communist slogan of a single authority - the government - 
has been put into practice by strict loyalty first to the bourgeois 
democratic cabinat and now to the Largo Caballero government......" 
(S. Marion, Daily Worker, December 10, 1936.) 


All those who spoke of the need cf establishing Soviets and proletarian 
power as the only means of defeating fascism, expressing the very things advo- 
cated by the Stalinists for Spain only two years before, were rabidly denounced 
and attacked as aiding Franco: 


"The people of Spain are not fighting to establish Soviets, or’ 
the proletarian dictatorship. Only downright scoundrels, or misguided 
self-styled 'Lefts' declare that they are - and both combine to help 
the aim of the fascist rebels. The strugele in Svain is for the 
maintenance of democracy and free constitution...." (Harry Pollitt, 
Inprecorr, August 8, 1936. p. 959.) 


And yet only a brier time ago an outstanding leader of the Comintern made the 
following incontravertible statement: 


"The Communist worksrs who struggle against the bourgeois rep- 
ublic and bourgeois democracy for proletarian democracy are doing 
more to bar the path to fascism than all the social-democratic party 
with its daily declamations about 'democracy!." (D. Z. Manuilsky, 
Social Democracy - Stepping Stone to Fascism, p. 46.) 


And the leaders of the Comintern showed that the one who does not decide for 
proletarian power in Spain is consciously promoting the cause of Franco: 


"Mr. Vandervelde thereby admits that the choice is between the 
dictatorship of tho proletariat or fascist reactic . It follows, 
therefore that he who does not decide in favor of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat consciously promotes the cause of fascism. 

"It is hardly necossary to say that the whole of Vandervelde's 
article is davoted to defending the Spanish social democracy, this 
most bitter enemy of the dictatorship of the proletariat, this stirrup- 
holder of fascist reaction." (Inprecorr, December 15th, 1933, p. 1242. ) 


The cold and tragic fact is that the present leaders of the Soviet Union 
and the Comintern are deliberately mifing the international proletarian revo- 
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lution. The reasons for this are to be sought in the post-Leninist develop- 
ments in the Soviet Union: A conspiracy on the part of Stalin, Zinoviev, 
Kamenev and othor léaders to secure personal power; elimination of Workers! 
Democracy and the transformation of Stalin thd revolutionist into a formid- 
able personal dictator whose power is based upon a huge turocratic pyramid; 
the need of protecting the vital independent interests of the burocracy by 
means of stifling every attempt on tho part of the masses in capitalist coun- 
tries to free themselves and establish genuine proletarian democracy which 
‘would cause the Russian workers to remove fram their backs the renegade Stal- 
in and his burocracy. (See STALIN, TROTSKY or LENIN by George Marlen.) 


Luxuriously covering their well-calculated betrayals with Commnist— 
sounding phrases, the Stalinists with deadly accuracy strangled the German 
revolution in 1932, the Chinese revolution a few years earlier. In Spain, 
where the Stalinists have been working in close cooperation with Social Dem- 


Ocracy, their ghastly game has culminated in purest horror for the toiling 
MASSES. 


It is through their political ling that the Stalinists deprive the work- 
ers of the opportunity to smash the bourgeoisie. The Stalinist burocrats can- 
not plead ignoranse, mistakos. They are consciously betraying the toiling 
nasses, since they know precisely what the workers must do to forestall Fascism: 


"To be victorious, the revolution in all its forms, must be under 


the ee of the proletariat." (Harry Gannes, SOVIETS IN SPAIN, 
Pe Ove 


"Today the proletariat knows from its own experience that only 
under the flag of the Sovicis can it conquer." (Ibid., p. 46.) 


"It is impossible to fight Fascism without fighting against all 
forms of bourgeois dictatorship, against all its reactionary measures 
which pave the way to the Fascist dictatorship. All this means firstly 
that the fight against Fascism calls for the systematic exposure of the 
deception of Social-democracy wnich c’nceals the counter-revojutionary 
character of the bourgeois dictatorship with phrases about 'democracy! 
eseee” (D. 2. Manuilsky, INPRECORR, June 10, 1931, pp. 548-549.) 


"Tho only final guarantee against Fascism, the only final wiping 
out of the cause of Fascism, is the victory of the proletarian dictator- 
ship." (R. Palme Dutt, FASCISM AND SOCIAL REVOLUTION, p- X.) 


Executing their carefully-conccived plan with machine-like precision, 
these treacherous renegades and Judases blocked every avemme through which 
independent workers’ action might burst forth. For example. The Stalinist 
burocrats realized that the Italian workers, many of whom were sent by Mussol- 
ini to fight in Franco's ranks, might assert themselves and attempt to resist 
both Spanish and Italian Fascism. To disarm the Italian workers ideologically, 


Stalin's crafty agents poured pernicious pro-Fascist poison into the minds of 
the Italian masses: 


"Let us reach our hands to each other, children of the Italian 
nation, Fascists and Commnists, Catholics and Socialists, people of 
all opinions, «nd let us march side by side to enforce the right of 
existence of the citizens of a civilized country, as ours is» We have 
the same ambition - to make Italy strong, free and happy." (Reconcil- 


iation of the Italian People for the Salvation of Italy," (INPRECORR, 
August 22, 1936, p. 1026, 
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The Stalinist burocrats have been in the forefront among the betrayers 
of the Spanish masses. They were leading the campaign of persecution and as- 
sasination of revolutionary workors. The P.0.U.M., which, though in words was 
for proletarian revolution, in action was hardly a menace to capitalism, was 
viciously set upon by the Stalinists who imprisoned and murdered its mombors. 


To cover up their dastardly betrayal the Stalinist burocrats oxplain 
that the defeat of the Spanish masses is due to the assistance Hitler and Muss- 
Olini have given to Franco. Nothing is more fraudulent than this explanation, 
The criminal policy the Stalinists pursued made the defeat of the Spanish mass- 
es a foregone conclusion oven in the ovent Franco had not received a singls 
cartridge fromHitler and Mussolini. It must be borne in mind that the victory 
of the poorly equipped, ragged and hungry Rod Army in Russia, dospite the fact 
that the entire imperialist world, frantic in the face of the Bolshevik danger, 
sent truly cnormous stocks of war materials to the White armies of Kolchak, 
Yudenich, Denikin and Wrangel, was secured primarily because tho Red soldicrs 
carried on their bayonets the revolutionary program of Leninism. It was this 
program of freedomof oppressed nationalities, land to the peasantry, factories 
to the workers that disintegrated the peasant armies of the White generals, 
causing their soldiers almost en masse to go over to the Reds, that produced 
mutinies among the British, French, American and other intervention troops and 
smashed the tightost blockade in all modern history. 


The Spanish workers and peasants were within the reach of their histori- 
cal goal. They fought as valiantly as had the Russian nasses. But unlike the 
Russian masses who battled against capitalist dictatorship in all its forms, 
the misled Spanish toilers fundamentally fought to maintain over their heads 
capitalist dictatorship disguised by their betrayers with mendacious phrases 
about democracy; and for this "cause" they were forced to sacrifice over a 
million of their best fighters. 


The Russian workers and peasants attacking the evil at its roots, wore 
led by Lenin who in the most ruthless fashion exposed "the hypocrisy of bourg- 
eois democracy," stressing the profound truth that "the more democracy is de- 
veloped, the more do t.uc bourgeois parliaments fall under the control of the 
Stock Exchange and the bankers" (KAUTSKY THE RENEGADE, p. 25). Lenin saved 
the Russian toilers from the "democratic" trap which the Mensheviks and the 
West European Socialists set up for the international proletariat. He and 
those who then stood with him on the same platform - Trotsky, Stalin and oth- 
ers, revolutionists at that time but opportunists and misleaders of tho prol- 
étariat since Lonin was removed by illness and death - instillod in the Russ- 
lan masses a fiery determination to destroy Keronsky's bourgeois-democratic 
republic and the White Armios and the intervention of "great democracies," all 
representing the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, and establish the Russian 
Sovist Republic, tho first Workers! Stato. 


Unlike tho Russian masses, the Spanish toilers were "lod" (betrayed) by 
nefarious, contemptibly shabby, wavering liberals, Socialists and Anarcho-syn- 
dicalists, tho Azanas and Caballeros, also perhaps by a few naive and hopelcss- 
ly confused petty—bourgeois idealists, but primarily by the Diazes and Hernan- 
dezes, by the corrupt, treacherous, degenerate agents of reriegade Stalin, the 
worst enemies in the camp of the workingclass. 


Had there arisen in time - prior to or even in the early months of the 
Fascist rebellion ~ a Leninist Party, the veil that shrouds the mainspring of 
the Stalinist policy of ultra-Left "Social Fascism", putchism and ultra-Right 
People's Frontism and “organic unity", would have been torn off. With the 
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simultaneous exposure of Social Democracy and other opportunist currents, the 
toiiing millions, indomitable in their revolutionary zeal and enthusiasm, 
would have organized workers', peasants’ and soldiers! Soviets, would have 
crvy)iod the Fascist reptile in its infancy together with the hypocritical imp- 
eria.ist "republic of the workers of all classes" and would have established 
thé Spanish Soviet Republic. 


The rise of a second proletarian State would have been a harbinger of 
new hope to tne exploited workers and peasants in all capitalist countries, a 
prightening horizon to the groaning Jews trampled upon by the military boot of 
‘the vile Nazis and of other bandits to the oppressed Negroes, to the entire 
downtrodden world of exploitation and misery. Tho Russian workers, revitalized, 
would have shaken off tueir backe the Stalinist burocratic vampire and would 
have established a Workers! Democracy as was Lenin's program (The Commnist Par- 
ty Program adopted in 1919, and the resolution on Workers' Domocracy of the 
Tenth Party Congress, Spring 1921). The flamos of the Spanish prolotarian rev- 
olution would have ignited France, perhaps Germany where a workers! revolution 
is perilously overdue, and possibly Italy. History would have sounded the long- 
delayed death-lmell of the capitalist society. 


II 
TROTSKYISM AND THE BETRAYAL OF THE SPANISH MASSES 


At the time of the inauguration of the Republic the Trotskyite forces 
were greator than the Stalinist and, as is admitted even by so staunch a Stal- 
inist as Harry Gannes in his SPAIN IN REVOLT, p. 214, Trotsky's influence in 
Spain for some time exceeded that of the Comintern's. 


What did Trotsky do with his forces and his influence in Spain? What 
course did he pursue? Did he follow the Leninist policy of uncompromising 
struggle against all opportunism? Did he oxpose Stalinism in all its murder- 
ous treachery and warn tlc Spanish workers to break with it on peril of dis- 
aster? Did he constitute his own group as the nucleus for a new Communist 
Party? 


Trotsky's policies were rooted in his anti-Loninist position he had 
taken witi regards to Stalinism whon Lenin was struggling with death ("I am 
against removing Stalin" etc. Leon Trotsky, MY LIFE) Instead ot calling for 
@ clear break with tic stalinist burocrats Trotsky adopted a perfectly utopian 
line of "corrocting" the usuryer Stalin and his flunkoys, assigning to his foll- 
owers the function of "Marxist" tutors of tho Comintern. With a naivote which 
is almost incredibly, ten days after the overthrow of Alfonso, Trotsky wrote a 
letter to Stalin and tne clique of burocrats in Moseow, urging them to make an 
"honest attempt" to form a united front - when the truth ot the matter was that 
crooked Stalin could not act honestly, and what more, united front or no united 
front, Stalin had to betray the Spanisn revolution to sateguard his. burocratic 
regime in the Soviet Union. Trotsky wrote in part: 


"The profound differences on a serics of questions pertaining. 
to the U.S.5.Re and the world labor movement, should. not stand in the 
way Of making an honest attempt at a united front in the arona of tho 
Spanish revolution. It is not yet too late! The policy of artificial 
splits must be stopped immediately in Spain." (L. Trotsky, The Spanish 
Revolution in Dangor, p. 39.) 
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This letter furnishes a perfect illustration of Trotsky's hopeless de~ 
lusion concerning Stalinism. He completely failed to grasp that Stalin had a 
planned purpose in the systematic purging of the Party, tightening more and 
more his control over ite Making appeals to Stalin to take the initiative in 
bringing about "Commnist unity" Trotsky helped Stalin's puppets to gain con- 
fidence among the workerse Overloaded with self-deception, Trotsky tirelessly 
contimued spreading fatal illusions. Ingtead of warning the proletariat ag- 
ainst the shrewd, gifted and astute agents of Stalin he depicted them as stup-— 
id, some of them controlled by no one. "The American Stalinists excel all the 
Others. It is difficult to imagine the Herculean pillars of vulgarity and stu- 
pidity which officials, who get paid.for it and whom nobody controls, are cap- 
able of talking themselves into." (Ibid., p. 6.) 


Stalin's criminal machinations, Trotsky informed the workers, were "mis~ 
takes," from which Stalin's capable and intelligent burocrats were “incapable 
of learning." "The leaders of the Comintern havo learned nothing fromtheir own 
mistakes." (Ibid., p. 6) 


His followers imbibed his corifusion and adjudged Stalin's cunning ultra 
Leftist line as stupidity. "The official Spanish Gommunist Party is always 
ready to commit stupidities without takihg into accoynt the situation....The 
Party leadership issues empty slogans 'for the imediate insurrection,’ without 
a party, without Sovidts, without a workingclass prepared for the struggle." 
(Militant, July 4, 1931, pe 2.) 


Absorbed in a daydream, Trotsky stuffed the head of the outstanding leader 
of the Spanish Trotskyites, Andres Nin, with childish notions regarding the Sta 
linists. The Comintern and therefore its Spanish section was to be won over to 
Trotsky's side; 


",...Wé have not renounced the idea of winning to our side, 
the Comintern, and consequently each of its sections. It has always 
appeared to me that many comrades have underestimated the possibil— 
ity of the development of the official Communist party in Spain." 
(L. Trotsky, Militant, November 14, 1931.) 


An independent revolutionary party fighting to unmask and drive out the 
Stalinist impostors was out of tho question with Trotsky. The "correct" line 
was "to avoid the danger of a second party." He suggested to Nin the following 
method of working in the direction of achieving unity with Stalinism: 


"A local organizatim of the Opposition mumbering 20 members 
can assemble about i+ 2 to 30 sympathizors. In this circle of sym- 
pathizers, it will be nécessary to clear up the difference betweon 
Leninism and Centrism. After the circle has reached a caértain level 
under our direction, it can invite represontatives of the official 
party to present its views before it. On this basis a discussion 
will arise between our followers and the Stalinists. Only this will 
bring about a serious reconciliation betwoen the Left Opposition and 
the party." (Leon Trotsky, Militant, November 14, 1931.) 


But all the strenuous efforts to "correct" Stalinism, to induce it to listen to 
"reason," proved futile. Max Schachtman to his chagrin had to admit in the 
Militant, Feb. 13, 1932, that "the official party obduratoly refuses to adopt 
the slogan and tactic advocated by tha Loft Opposition." 


On the othor hand, many class-conscious workers of Spain, repelled by the 
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ultra-Leftist antics of the Stalinists, tended in the direction of Trotsky's 
Left Opposition. In a letter from Madrid, a Trotskyist, Lecroix, wrote: 


"Today the Communist Left Opposition is tho organization 
toward which the most conscious proletariat of Spain turns its 
eyes. A large current of working class opinion is making its 
way toward us, putting its faith in the Communist Loft Opposi- 
tion of Spain. The responsibility of our organization in this 
historical moment is the responsibility of the real Communist 
party of Spain, of the genuine vanguard of the Spanish prolet— 
ariat." (Militant, April 16, 1932.) 


But Trotsky's authoritative finger pointed inexorably in the direction 
of Stalin's machine of counter-revolution as the only ongine which, set upon 
the Marxist rails by the Trotskyites, would bring the Spanish proletarian 
Masses tO power. 


There came the consummation of the Stalinist-Socialist betrayal of the 
German proletariat in Jamary 1933. When tested by reality, Trotsky's line in 
Germany, identical with that in Spain, proved completely and glaringly bank 
rupt. Trotsky beat a retreat. He covered up his political bankruptcy with 
flimsy explanations which bore a strong resemblance to Stalinist tricks: "We 
never promised anybody that we would cure the Comintern" (The Soviet Union and 
the Fourth International, p. 8). 


But Trotsky arriyed at the conclusion for the Fourth International in a 
half-hearted fashion. He still clung to the Comintern, except for Germany: 


"If other sections of the Comintern willlearn the Gorman les- 
son, they muy rightfully desorve leniency of history. Othorwiso 
they are doomed. In this way, the march of history gives to the 
other sections still some additional time to reconsider. We, the 
Left Opposition, are only the historic interpreter of the march of 
development. That is why we do not break with the Third Internation- 
al." (The Militant, May 6, 1933.) 


But this absurd position of having one foot marching toward independence 
and the other limping behind Stalin's Comintern could not contime. The con~ 
tradiction had to be dissolved. Trotsky dropped the policy of uniting with 
Stalin and came out for the Fourth International. 


Stalinism was shelving its ultra-Left line and was zigzagging toward the 
ultra-Right — the purpose being one and the same, to prevent proletarian rev— 
olution. "Social fascism" was taken out of circulation, the fake of “organic 
unity" with Social Democracy was introduced. The thought of "organic unity" 
with the putrid and treacherous Social Democracy which had been solling out 
the workers for two decades was repugnant to many a Communist worker. The neod 
for white-washing Social Democracy was keen but Stalinism was not brazon enough 
to do so in an abrupt fashion. There suddenly came assistance to Stalin froma 
quarter one could least expect -— from Trotsky. f 


Trotsky's position on Social Democracy was correct when he dropped his 
Left Centrist vacillations and accepted Lenin's full position. On numerous oc- 
casions Trotsky and his followers made it plain that "Both Fascism and the soc- 
ial domocracy are tools in the hands of the bourgeoisie" (L. Trotsky, WHAT NEXT, 
pe 59). In the appeal for the Fourth International printed in the Militant, 
March 31, 1934, the Trotskyites spoke clear Leninist words on Social Democracy; 
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"Is it possible to reform or renew the Second International, pervaded by crimes 
and treacheries? The yar and all post-war events answer: 'No!'..,Social Demo- 
cracy is devoted in body and soul *o the bourgeots regime.” And six-and-a- 
half months earlier Max Shachtman, in the Militant, September 9, 1933, declar- 
ed: "The day of miracles having passed, it is futile to look toward tho Second 
International for a genuine progressive movemont." 


Suddenly, with ono stroke of his pen Trotsky in a most shameful manner 
revised Lenin's teachings on Social Democracy. He introduced the following 
now thesis: 


"The destiny of the proletariat depends, in 
largs moasure, in our epoch, upon the resolute manner with which 
the social -democracy will succeed in tho brief interval which is 
vouchsared it by the march of development, in breaking with the 
bourgevis state, in transforming itself and in preparing itself for 
the decisive struggle against Fascism." (The New International, Sep- 
tember-October, 1934. Our emphasis.) 


This aided the Stalinists to cover up their People's Frohtism and their 
fraudulent twaddle about “organic unity" with Social Democracy. In Spain,where 
Trotskyite literature was widesproad, this pro-Socialist poison of tho Trotsky~ 
ites attained a far-reaching application. It helped to draw the workers towards 
the Social Democracy upon whom the destiny of the proletariat now depended "in 
large measure." The Trotskyites went a step further in their brazen adulter- 
ation of Bolshovism and made the impudent assertion that the "Second Interna- 
tional," "“reformism," are abstractions, dividing Social democracy into two 
sections: one section serving the bourgeoisie and the other participating in 
the revolution against the bourgeoisie: 


"To satisfy oneself with abstractims - 'reformism!, 'second 
international’ - is to ignore or blur the difference between a 
social democracy which constitutes the power oz the bourgeoisie, 
and a social democracy which participates in a revolutim against 
the bourgeoisie." (Resolution on the French Turn, approved by the 
October Enlarged Plenum of the L.C.I. (B,L.) ). 


The abandonment of Lenin's thesis on Social Democracy was not a minor er- 
ror that would soon pass. Having substitutod subjoctivism for an objective an- 
alysis, Trotsky bado his followers to join the Second International. Many of 
them refused and broke with him, including Andres Nin. Those who accepted his 
grossly misleading confusion and distortion about Social Democracy bogan to 
dish out the most revolting fakery which played directly into the hands of Sta- 
lin, of his liboral and Socialist allies and Spanish capitalism. The Trotsky- 
ites said: "If with us in Spain, the unification whith is being achieved pre- 
dominantly around the socialist party, has a progrossive value, this is due to 
the present attitude of the S.P., which is inspiring increasing confidence." 
(The New International, November 1934.) Thus the day of miracles is here age 
ain. Social democracy is furnishing the proletariat with progressive values. 
And a Trotskyist "expert" on Spain, Felix Morrow, wrote tho following 


"Precisely because they had been so ideologically dependent 
on the Kautskys and Bavers, the fall of their teachers enabled the 
Spanish socialists to make an extraordinary sharp break with their 
past.. With tho Socialist Party ready to struggle, the fight against 
fascism was enormously facilitated, indeed it 1s not too much to say 
that only the leftward turn of the Socialist Party mado possible, 
under the existing conditions, tho victory ovor fascism...In their 


~ 16 - 


partial strugsle against the fascist menace however, the Social- 
ists acquitted themselves magnificently." (Felix Morrow, The Civ- 
il War in Spain, pp. 28, 29, 30. Our emphasis.) 


This soothing opium was given the workers at tho time when the Fascists 
were sweoping towards Madrid. That s how the Trotskyites covered up the trea- 
cherous Socialist betrayers who fought against the formation of Sovicts and ag- 
ainst the struggle for the ovorthrow of Spanish capitalism - the only possible 
means of destroying Fascisme 


Lenin constantly emphasized that Left Socialists arc fundamentally not 
different from their brothers on the Right. What unites these pseudo-Marxists 
is their common rejection of the Marxian conception of the State and of Marx's 
thesis expounded in his Critique of the Gotha Program that "Between Capitalist 
anc Communist sOdiety there lies the period of the revolutionary transformation 
of the former into the latter. To this also corrosponds a political transi- 
tion period, in which the state can be no other than the revolutionary dict. 
atorship or the proletariat." Ina sense the Left Socialists are even more 
dangerous to the workers, Lenin pointed out, because they cover their support 
to the bourgeois State with "revolutionary" phrases. Yrotsky and his follow 
ers at one time fully shared this Marxist view. Having distorted the true im- 
age of Social Democracy, the Trotskyites engage in the filthy work of supply- 
ing a "revolutionary" cloak to the Left Sociulists. Felix Morrow, adjusting 
reality to Trotsky's adulterated "Leninism," denounced the former Trotskyist 
group in the P.0.U.M.: 


"In order to justify its refusal to enter the Socialist Party, 
as Trotsky proposed, ad thereby throw its forces - numbering only 
a few thousand even according to its ow estimates - on the side of 
the left wing, it refused to see the profound sifnificanecs of the 
development of the left winzs In fact, in La Batalla of May 2and, 
it denied that there was any real difference between the left and 
right wings." (Felix Morrow, The Civil War in Spain, p. 46.) 


But if Trotsky slid to an opportunist position on the question of Soc- 
ial Democracy, it would be an error to assume that he broke with his glaring 
misconceptions regarding Stalinism. Truc, he abandonod his thosis’ "Phe Oppo- 
sition needs no other soil than that of the Communist International. No one 
will succeed in tearing us away from it" (The Strategy of the World Revolu- 
tion, p. 86). But he and his followers cannot oxpose Stalinism without expo- 
sing Trotsky's role as a direct participant in the demolition of Lenin's Par- 
ty and in building up the Stalinist burocratic regime (See In Defense of Bol- 
shevism #3). Trotsky's entire courso of conscious (1922-1926) and unconscicus 
support of Stalinism must be carefully hushed up. The costly lesson of Ger- 
many where Stalin with Trotsky's objective support ("all eyes to the Communist 


Party of Germany"etc.) accomplished his ulterior aim mist not be taught to the 
workers. 


Trotsky does not explain the true meaning of Stalin's ultra-Left and 
ultra-Right zigzags, which in reality form one dine of policy and are directed 
to a definite end, that of preventins; revolution. To Trotsky the zigzars are 


He still, here and therc, pictures Stalin as wishing victory for the 
workers: "In his burocratic limitodness he imarined that the 'commissars' by 
Se could guarantee victory." (L. Trotsky, Socialist Appeal, January 15, 
1938. 
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Stalin's Comintern broke with Leninism as far back as 1923. It pracually 
became a hichly efficient instrumont in ths hands of Stalinism ~ the system of 
burocratic ceontralism of the workers' State - which employs it within the pro- 
letariat for the one and only purpose of preventing the rise of another work 
ers! State. Stalinism mst not be confused with Menshovism which is a Russian 
section of the Socond International. Stalin cives "support" to bourgeois demo- 
cracy only outside the Soviet Union in order to divert the workers from the 
path of prolotarian revolution. But he does that only durins his present ult- 
ra-Rightist zigzag. The Trotskyites see the whole thing upside down. "...The 
Seventh Congress which threw Leninism overboard and adopted Menshevism as its 
guiding philosophy." (Socialist Appeal, October 30, 1937.) 


They can even picture Stalin considerin:: the question of liquidating the 
well-organized force which very efficiently operates within the international 
proletariat to sustain him in powor in the Soviet Union: "There wore two main 
itemna on the asonda for discussion ~ or rather, for instructim from the Krem- 
lin.... 2. The possible liquidation of the Comintern, and the necessity of 
finding a substitute" (Ibid.), thus obscuring the real purpose for the oxist— 
ence of Stalin's Comintern, makin:;; it amply clear that the Trotskyites' line 
stems from ima;jination and pure wishmaking rather than from a Leoninist ostim- 
ation of concrote reality. 


Doin. violence to the basic principles of Bolshevism, the Trotskyites 
have spread fantastic confusion and sheer decoption amonz the Spanish workers 
and intcllectuals. The true nature of every political current within the pro- 
letariat, including their own, has been distorted. Trotsky's works packed 
witli ponderous illusions about "correctin;" the Stalinist burocrats, his two 
pamphlets on Spain advocating the policy of unity with degenerated Stalinism, 
one containin;; his ridiculous messasje to Stalin ontitled "For Commnist Unity 
in Spain. A lotter to the Political Buroau of the Communist Party of tho Sov- 
iet Union (Bolsi eviks)" were circulated among the masses without a sincle word 
of repudiation of the pernicious contents. As a matter of fact, and this is 
important, Trotsky's flunkeys in slowin;; terms rocommended this pro-Stalinist 
poison to the masses: "Trotsky hinself wrote two creat pamphlets...No one can 
understand the dynamics of the Spanish revolution without readin: Trotsky's 
prophetic analysis. On every basic guostion events have vindicated his wit- 
ings." (Felix Morrow, The Civil War in. Spain. aphasis ours.) Tho Trotskyites 
spread Trotsky's othor works containin: the most bewildering contradictions; 
his pamphlets on wermany, in which Trotsky paints Stalin's henchmen not as bo- 
trayers and counter-revolutionists, but as mislead revolutionists: 


"The social democratic leadors reprasent the agencies of the 
class enomy within the proletariat. The Communist leaders, thouch 
confused, poor, and incapable, are revolutionists or semi-revolu- 
tionists that have been led from the richt track. That is not one 
and the same thing. The Social donocracy must be destroyed. The 
Cornmunist Party must be corrected." (Leon Trotsky, What Next, p.113.) 


The mutually negating; appraisale of Social Democracy, simultaneously dispelling 
and instilling confidence, were onowsh to daze the workers that hopefully turn- 
ed to Trotskyisc: for advice and guidance. 


While the Anarchists confused Stalinism with Bolshovism, the Trotskyites 
declared tnat the Anarcl.ists understood who the Stalinists are: "I can adduce 
page and chapter to demonstrate that thoy understood who their Stalinist con- 
frerers wero." (Folix Morrow, Tho New International. January, 1938.) 
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Of one tact one can be sure. Tho unholy opportunist alliance in Spain 
led by Stalinism could only draw comfort from the daily parade of such irres- 
ponsible drivel. 


Stalin's policies in Spain brought victory to him and strengthened his 
dictatorial regime in the Soviet Union. The liberals and the Socialist buro- 
crats, both the Left and the Right suffered a defeat in that their master, 
Spanish Imperialism, gave them the boot and installed in their place its other 
tool of power, Fascism. But Trotsky, in the New York Times, Docombor 7, 1937, 
explained that both the Socialist leaders and Stalin suffored defeat. "The ro- 
sults are evident. Franco did not gain a victory, but Stalin-Negrin suffered a 
defeat." Which assertion does not carry the stamp of reality. 


The agents of Stalin in Spain, having popped into prominence, very skil- 
fully and methodically carried out his policy of disrupting the prolotarian ree 
volution. But the Trotskyites, clinging to their silly air of patronizing sup- 
eriority towards tho Stalinists, portray Stalin's carefully selected agents as 
political milksops who do not know what they are about. Writes the "oxpert" on 
Spanish affairs, Morrow: 


"But far from becoming mora realistic, about this questim, 
this key to the Spanish situation, the Stalinists have lost their 
heads completely. Tho falso policy pursued by the Stalinists 
these four mmths has left them and the Spanish masses more iso- 
sated than ever. But the Stalinists behave like men gone mad with 
desperation and seize at non-existing straws." (Socialist Appeal, 
December 1936. Our emphasis.) 


To camouflage their trap the Stalinist spellbinders, aided by other 
People's Frontors, raised the demagogic cry "Help Spanish Democracy!" Without 
this cloak the treachery of the Stalinist policy would havo been in full view. 
Stalinism played safe. With the double-dealing Peoplo's Front in the saddle 
no amount of material holp could have saved the Spdnish masses whose fate has 
been sealed by Stalin and by his opnortunist allies and world imperialism. It 
is the political line that is docisive. Although the correct line is by no 
means a guaranteo of victory - it only presents the possibility of victory - an 
opportunist line makes defeat an absolute certaintye 


Bolsheviks hold to the elomentary Marxist axiom that the working class 
must not support a capitalist government. They may form a united front against 
Fascism with the petty bourgeoisie that supports the bourgeois-democratic fov- 
ernment (Lenin's policy during the Kornilov uprising), but they will invariably, 
while marching together with other classes, preserve intact tho inderendont re- 
volutionary class line of the proletariat. It is incumbont upon rovolutionists 
t0 expose the hypocrisy of the slogan of material aid as they generally do rog- 
arding the hypocrisy of bourgeois charities, Red Cross, socictics for provention 
of crueltics to childron, and. other "humane" masks of capitalist slavery. 


Instead of exposing the fakery, the Trotskyites worked for Stalinism, put- 
ting the workers on a false scent by lending support to the slogan of material 
aid. Thoy did this, to bo sure, with "political criticism." That this "polit- 
ical criticism" was nothing less than anothor piece of anti-Loninist vandalism 
can be seen from their new position that in this era of decay of capitalism, 
bourgeois democracy, buttressed by two powerful pillars of reaction within tho 
workingclass, Stalinism and Social domocracy, can conduct a struggle of a 
socially progressive character: 

"....The Government, though carryin;, out its liquidation of 
workers! power and its reconsolidation of bourgeois power behind 
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the lines, was conducting a military struggle of a socially pro- 
gressive character ggainst the Fascist armies of Franco." (Soci- 
alist Appeal, August 14, 1937, p. 3.) 


The above citation must be taken apart to show that the Trotskyites from 
time to time peddle the deceptions and poison about progressiveness of bourg-— 
eois democracy that Stalinism during its ultra-Rightist zigzag and Social Dem- 
Ocracy at all times employ to divert the workers from the path of struggle ag- 
ainst capitalism. Lenin stressed the long-established fact that war is but 
the continuation of policies pursued during peace but with different means. 

The People's Front Government reshaped its roactionary policy to fit the chang- 
ed circumstances. Mindful of the danger to bourgeois and landlord property 
from tho "Red beast," the People's Front Governmont conducted the "struggle" 
against the Fascist armies by systematically yielding ground to them, paralyz- 
ing the workers'resistance from the first day of the war. Advancing the slo- 
gan "First win the war then make the revolution," the treacherous Stalinists 
and their partners in treason realized that an effective struggle against 
Franco entailod the danger of matinies in his camp on the part of Italians, 
Moors and Spanish peasants, the danger of an internal collapse of Fascism. To 
attempt to strangle the workers! rovolution after Franco had faced a workers! 
firing squad would have been shecrost wadness. The potentiality of the slogan 
was a running nightmare to the Republican generals, Azana, his host of office 
lals and to the burocrats in tho trade unions and political parties supporting 
the bourgeois Republic. The Republican Government, which, above all, was vit- 
ally concerned with saving Spanish capitalism, pursued the only logical policy. 
In the midst of an unabating revolutionary situation, the Poople's Front Gov- 
ernment organized a slaughter of the most courageous, most self-sacrificing 
workers and idealists, including the foreign volunteers. Such was the "Social- 
ly progressive" struggle the Government conducted “against" Fascism while 
"carrying out its liquidation of workers power and its reconsélidation of 
bourgeois power behind the lines." 


Is it an accident, is it a wonder that the Trotskyites gave support to 
bourgeois democracy against the interests of Leninism? In their internal 
bulletin for October, 1937, on "The Spanish Question," Trotsky wrote: "In the 
Spanish Civil War the question involves democracy or fascism." 


Trotsky cast overboard Lonin's fundamontal thesis that the present per- 
tod is tiat of imporialist war and proletarian revolution. By shifting the his- 
torical perspective from the question of class struggle - proletarian revolution 
against capitalism ~ to tho question of the fight among the Spanish capitalists 
regarding the form of the bourgeois State,frotsky once again has given aid and 
comfort to the Stalinist burocracy since the thesis "democracy versus Fascism." 
is the very core of the ultra-Rightist line of the Seventh Congress of Stalin's 
Comintern. To the extent of their influence the Trotskyites insurod an almost 
unrestricted play of the Stalinist-Socialist-Azanist forces. 


It is difficult to imagine a greater and more hopeless politico-ideologi- 
cal tangle than the one presented by the suicidal chaos which is post-Leninist 
Trotskyism. 

Tied to Stalinism with a thousand historical threads, and since 1934 
also to Secial Democracy, tho Trotskyito "Fourth Internationalists" have played 
a reactionary part in the Spanish situation. Disorienting the workers, clog- 
ging up their minds with lustrous "revolutionary" phrases and engagingly writ- 
ten half-truths and falsifications, the Trotskyites have rendered an exccoding- 
ly valuable service both to Stalinism and to capitalism, and therefore bear a 
heavy share of responsibility for the far-reaching, appalling betrayal of the 
toiling masses of Spain. 
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THE P.O.U.M., LOVESTONEISM AND THE SPANISH BETRAYAL 
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Because of Trotsky;'s about-face on Social Democracy the majority of his 
followers in Spain, aie refused to carry out his instruction to join the 
Spanish Socialist Party, broke with him. Shortly after, these former Trotsky-~ 
ites, led by Andres Nin, fused with the Maurin group which had been some timo 
before expslled from the Stalinist party for "right deviations," and formed 
the Workers Party of Marxist Unification (POUM). Though it professed to emb- 
race Leninism, the POUM at every turn violated Leninist principles. It joined 
the vourgéois-Stalinist-Socialist People's Front, later withdrew from it, but 
continued giving it objective support. At the very moment when the Loyalist 
Goverment was taking concrete steps to curb the masses, the POUM, ignoring the 
Marxist principle of the impermissibility for revolutionists to participate in 
capitalist governments, entered the bourgeois coalition cabinvt of Catalonia. 
Clothing its arguments in typical social democratic diction, the POUM intensi- 
fied the petty-bourgeoig delusion that the workers could utilize certain posts 
of the bourgeois State machinery in the interests of the toilers: 


"The capitalist state power includes the legislative, oxecutive, 
and judicial branches. To hold two or three cabinet seats does not 
destroy the capitalist power, and to think that it does would lead to 
catastrophic results. This doos not mean to abandon these seats and 
governmental posts alroady held by tho workers." (The Spanish Revolue 
tion, January 6, 1937, p. 4.) 


It can be stated with justice that politically the POUM was a varicgated 
Left mosaic composed of small pieces of Marxism-Leninism, considerable chunks 
of Trotskyism,fragments of Anarcho-Syndicalism, crumbs of Stalinism and other 
political shades within the prolctariat. 


Viewing history and class struggle through a multicolorous prism, the 
POUM exiibited its inability to draw a snarp distinction between a successful 
proletarian overthrow of the bourgeois State with its econcmic foundation, pri- 
vate ownership of land and industry, (Russia, 1917) and the beheading of the 
proletarian revolution by both bourgeois democracy and Fascism (Spain 1931 - 
1933), Seven months after tho launching of Franco's rebellion, when two thirds 
of Spain had already passed under the bloody domination of Fascism, and when 
the People‘s Front Government was strangling the independent class activity of 
the proletariat, the POUM, without a grain of Marxian judgment, declared fool- 
ishly: "This is the first revolution to succeééd sinee the Russian revolution." 
(The Spanish Rovolution, February 17, 1937.) 


Destitute of the faculty of Marxist discernment, the POUM acclaimed the 
Anarchists, people who are irreconcilable enomies of Bolshevism and the program 
proletarian revolution, Amplying that they became converts to Marxism. 

",..two tendencies which were traditionally irreconcilable, the revolutionary 
Marxists (of the POUM) and the Bakuninists (of the FAI) now hold similar idcas 
concerning tac hopes and perspectives of tho revolution." (The Spanish Kevolu- 
tion, Marce-31, 1937, p. 5.) In sharp contrast with everything Marx, Engels and 
Lenin wrote concerning the pro-capitalist role Anarchism performs in modern ro- 
volution, the POUM told the workers that in the Spanish revolution Anarchism 
played a leading part. "For the first time in the history of a great revolu- 
tion Anarchism is playing a leading role." (Ibid.) 


Significant was the POUM's absurd conception of the relation of the army 
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to the ruling class. A revolutionary army can be created only by the revolu- 
tionary class, the proletariat, in power, following a thoroughgoing social 

and political transformation of the covwntry. Tho POUM in all seriousness be- 
lieved it possible to build a revolutionary army within the confines of the 
counter-revolutionary State. Accordingly, the POUM advanced this utopian 
idea: "The POUM are confident that in this fight to impose a Regular Revolu- 
tionary Army they will not be alone. At their side will be the other clearly 
revolutionary orgenizations, that is to say, the CNT, the FAI and the Anarch- 
ist Youth." (Spanish Revolution #5, March 17, 1937). Having imbibed Trotsky's 
pompous assumption that the Stalinists are a narrow-minded lot, that Stalin's 
policies are "mistakes" caused by "“burocratic stupidity" and “ignorance,” and 
forced to the conclusion that Stalinism is conscious of its destructive aims, 
the leaders of the POUM combined both conceptions into a frightful moss. 

They discounted the thought that Stalin's restraining hand to prevent work- 
ers! revolution was put forth with cold-blooded deliberation, describing 
Stalinist moves as mistakes, and at tho samo time they said that his busic 
desire is to prevent revolution. "The whole of the political MISTAKES of the 
Comintern can be found in its basic DESIRE to maintain the status quo, that 
is, in Spain, the bourgeois democratic role of the capitalist class, and to 
hold back the mighty upsurge of the masses movinz toward a new social order." 
(Spanish Revolution #4, p. 3, November 11, 1936).* The POUM of course was 
vastly in error both regarding the nature and the prime motive of Stalin's pol- 
icy. Not mercly to preserve the status quo but to enhance Stalin's personal 
power in the Soviet Union was the hidéen reason behind the countor-revolution- 
ary line of Stalin. Living in clouds, the leading minds of the POUM failed to 
grasp Stalin's profoundly realistic and uncommonly shrewd strategy. By perio- 
dical "illegal" shipments of supplies to the Loyalist side. sufficient for the 
prolongation of rosistarice but nowhere near enouxh to overwhelm and wipe out 
Franco, Stalin and his Spanish partners in the People's Front Government were 
dragging out the war. Stalin, the principal planner of the betrayal, and the 
Second. International, his partner in this infernal business, acted thus to 
prevent a swift victory of Fascism. Had Fuscism triumphed in a few weeks, the 
workers in the capitalist countries and in the Soviet Union would have been 
seized with the panicky impulse to free themselves from the Stalinist-—Social~ 
ist paralyzing grip. Stalin's ‘ngenious pattern of events to come was to pune 
ctuate Franco's continued progress with occasional victories for the Loyalist 
side witn the object of rivoting th confidence of the masses to their opport- 
unist leadership. 


But to the naive POUM the maneuver was incomprehensible. Its leaders 
were led to interpret the cat-and-mouse tactic of Stalin as a sudden awakening 
of "Russia," a decisive chanme of policy, an expression of revolutionary 
faith. They were among the first to pay a glowin: tribute to the Soviet 
Usurper, their future assussin, who wis now crownin;: the horror of his German 
betrayal with the bloody nightmure in Spuin. Here is a bundlo of their tragi- 
cully pitiful confusion: 5 


"A fascist victory in Spain would mean a fascist future for 
Europe. Hitler und Mussolini realized this lon aco; thoy realized 
it in time to foment the military risin before the 19th of July. 
it has takon Stalin three months to understand this simple fact and 
Leon Blum has not yet grasped it. In Spite of our criticism of the 
Gistaken policy of the Third International, and tho dangers of tho 
theory of socialism in one country for the cause of the internation- 
al working class, we ..re the first to recognize the importance of 
the new decision t.iken by the Soviet Union to offer us its powerful 
aid against the criminal intontions of Gormany, Italy and Portugal. 
Russia has realized that the noutrelity pact consisted in practice 
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of allowing the intervention of fascist countries. A fascist 
Europe would menace tho existence of the Soviet Union. Russia 
cannot stand passively aside when her own fate is bound up in 
the fate of the Spanish proletariat. Henceforth we will fight 
with renewed courage and optimism, for help is at hand." 
(Spanish Revolution, #4, November 11, 1936. Our emphasis.) 


Criticising Stalinism with the left hand and supporting it with the 
right, hanging on to the skirts of the Anarcho-Syndicalist burocracy, cap- 
itulating to the bourgeoisie, the POUM in the same breath talked grandious— 
ly of its "Marxist-Leninist" line: "The phenomenal growth of the P.0.U.M. 
onthe other hand can be traced to the fact that they, unlike the Stalinists 
are carrying out a line of Marxism-Leninism for the attainment of workers 
power and socialism." (Ibid. p. 3). Indeed it is not too much to say that 
tae wretched POUM, susceptible to the immoral influenco of virtually every 
opportunist tendency within the workingclass, finding its hope in mirages 
only to lose it in the desert sands of reality, did tromendous dama je to the 
cause Of Murxism—Leninism. 
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The Lovestoneites profess to be Bolsheviks but give their "Bolshevism" 
sO enormous & cruising; ranj;e that it tukes in such a miserable negation of 
Leninism as the unfortunate POUM. They declared the POUM to be "the only 
revolutionary Communist organization in Spain," only after the opportunist 
aspects of the POUM became clearly discernihle, and when, according to all 
signs, the fundamental Bolshevik principles were consistently and quite tho- 
roughly disregarded by that orgunization. 


For some time their traditional policy of instilling in the workors! 
minds the false belief that the grim renegzude Stalin with his host of pros- 
titutin,, burocrats and blood-bespattered assassins could be induced to revert 
to Bolshevism, was applied by the Lovestoneites in Spain. Stalin's ultra- 
Riphtist contrivance for ensnaring the masses, as some years ago his ultra- 
Leftist one, the Lovestoneites labeled an "error"! - "The policy of the 
People's Front is a disastrous error on the part of the C.I." (Workers Aze, 
February 8, 1936.) 


The Lovestoneites' opportunist policy of "Bolshevisin=" opportunism 
bore a stron; resemblance to that of the Trotskyites. Compellod by their 
political craft to sive a concrete line on the task of organizing a revolu- 
tionary party in Spain, the Levestoneites, whose program oxciuded the advo— 
cacy of a Fourth {Leninist) International, solved the problem by extending 
their "Solshevisinz" effort to Socialists, Anarchists ani Syndicalists. The 
Stalinist orjunizution for stifling the proletarian revolution, led by Diaz, 
Hernandoz and other Spanis?: Browders and Stachels, being: the nuclear point 
of the Lovestoncites' endeavors, was advised to abandon the People's Front 
"illusion"! 


"The C.P. and the left win; of the S.P. rust rid themselvos 
of the People’s Front illusion.....Tko formation of a united) Con- 
Munist mass party composed of the present Communist Party, the 
lett Socia.-Lemocrazy as well as of those anarchists and Syndical- 
ists who areready te throw overboard their .:i4 vrefernist, apport— 
unist and anarwio-syndicalist ideas and tu pursue correct Communist 
tactics, is absolutely essential." (Workers Age, March 28, 1936. 
Our emphasis.) 


This expertly handled policy of spreading with a certain degree of reg 


ularity the fraud that the treacherous "present Commonist Party" together with 
the organizations and tendencies of classical opportunism could be induced to 
absorb Merxism anc pursue gemine Leninist tactics, was grave in its consequon- 
css. Having gained wide credence amcar militant workers in Spain the fraud de- 
torred them from the path of the formation, cut of tho most advanced, honest 
elements, of an indspendent Lenirnisi Party. Meanwhile Stalinism broadened the 
range of its activities, Becoming more securely entrenched within the massos, 
skilfully avoiding the mistake of epplying at any moment a Leninist policy, 
Stalinism has very effectively sidetracked the workers from their class road of 
the establishment of a proletarian State. 


The Lovestoneites' "criticism" of Stalinism has been “gyn reality a web of 
confusion and a cover for Stalin end his home burocracy, On occasion the Love- 
stoneites make a half admission that in fact Stalin's iron supervision extends 
to every inch of the Comintern in matters of policy. Yet they have sought to 
deepen the illusion among many workers that the policy of Stalin's French pup- 
pets who together with the Fascists supported Rium in tho Chamber of Deputies 
on the question of banning volunteers to Spain (590 votes to 00, conflicted 
with the policy of Stalin and his clique in the Kremlin ("Soviets"): 


"French C.P. Votes Ban on Volunteers for Spain 

Soviets expose treachery of Blum's Action while 

French Cormonist Party gives him tnanimous sup- 

port to strdngle Spain." (Workers Age, January 23, 1937) 


Loévestone and his collaborators lived in political discomfort because 
Stalinism, Anarchism, Syndicalism and Social Democracy failed to appreciate 
Lovestone’s "Bolshevizing" efforts and have remained what they were before. 
Suddenly his competent "Leninist" eye spotted the full-grown POUM. 


Ah, here was a party! a political hodge-podge par excellence. The POUM 
was just the thing the Lovestoneites had in mind. Completely ignorant of the 
genesis of Stalinism, tending in every, the POUM did not pry into Lovestone's 
secret of having boon a direct builder of Stalinism (see In Defense of Bolshe- 
vism Vol. 1, #4), and tharefore constituted no danger to the former "Marxist 
Trunk" of the Workers (Communist) Party of America (sweet and lingerin> memo- 
ries!). At last the Lovestoneites found their ideal and clasped it to their 
"Red" bosom: 


“Here is the POUM, the best revolutionary party that the 
Spanish working class has »roduced - nay more, the best mass revo- 
lutionary perty in the entire capitalist world...Only the Workers 
Party of Marxist Unification (POUM) remained true to communist 
principles and clvarly placed the problom of proletarian power and 
program" (B. D. Wolfe, Civil War in Spain, pp. 71, 46.) 


The Lovestoneites, "staunch champions" of the Marxist-Leninist principle 
against participation in coalition governments with the bourgeoisie, were pain- 
ed by the action of the Spanisii Stalinites who welcomed bourgeois groups into 
the People's Front Government out excluded the POUM. Lovestone wrote: 


"A painfully czude expression of what the Peo;le's Front 
line leacs tc is to te foamé in the manenvers of the Comintorn soc- 
tion in Casalon:a to oxciuce the F.0.U.M, from the government in 
order to insuro the continaation of bourgeois democracy and capit- 
alism throvghout Spain. The ajl-inclusive or expansive policy of 
the People's Front which has room for bourgeois groups of evory pol~ 
itical tint, at tne same time finds it necossary, under the direction 
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of the Comintern, to exclude a revolutionary group in Catalonia 
such as the P.0.U.M.e" (J. Lovestone, Tie People's Front Illusion, 
pe 56. Our emphasis.) 


But the Lovestone-Wolfe--Herberr political perfidy and duplicity nevor 
omitted their traditional policy. The douinant key-note of their line, after 
all, has beon the "curing" of the Comintern. And s0, to make matters more 
coufusing, the Lovestoneites told the POUM and other workers that under the 
calioug tyranny of the brutal renegade Stalin the burocratically oppressed 
Russian masses were constructing Socialism and therefore Stalin's "interna- 
tional" engine of countor-revolution could be "restored" to Bolshevik prin- 
ciples: 


"For the very reason that the CPSU, which is a Communist 
Party building socialism, completely dominates the Comintern, 
it would be wrong tc deny tac possibility of rostoring the 
Communist International to revolutionary principles..." (Work- 
ers Age, May 15, 1937.) 


These lying words, designed to fix pernicious illusions among workers 
concerning the worst and most treacherous enemy in their midst, were published 
at the time when the counter-revclutionary agents of Stalin were slashing the 
throats of the best workers in Spain and caaking ready to assassinate Nin and 
other POUM leaders. Lovestone's pro-Stalinist paralysis of analytical think- 
ing, helped traitor Stalin to spread reaction in Catalonia and the wost of 
Spain and drive the toilers to slaughter for the cause of the Stalinist buro- 
cracy and intornational capitalism. 
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The future of the Marxist cause is at stake. The frishtful lesson of 
the betrayal of the Spanish toilers must be burned deep into the consciousness 
of the workers as with a blood-red flame of fire. Illusions, if persisted in, 
lead to tragic ends. It is sheer fantasy to think that the leaders of Stalin- 
ism, Social Democracy, Trotskyism, Lovestoneism and of other pseudo-Marxist 
currents will or can abandon their opportunism. People who participated in 
the blackest treason unprecedented in the annals of history stand neither on 
Marxist principles nor on intellectual honesty. Q@pportunism is ingrained in 
their brains. It is necessary to accomplish a decisive transformation by 
whest ing the advanced workers from the paralyzing jaws of the opportunists. 
Else the last chapter of the Stalinist scourge and its objective assistants 
will bo written in the Fascist terror blanketing the entire globe, tho Stalin- 
riddon Sovict Union included. Only by means of ruthless unmasking and struggle 
against all opportunism can the workers build a Bolshevik International. The 
new revolutionary world party, armed with Leninist principles which stood the 
test of history - principles like steel - will arouse the masses to overthrow 
both "democratic" and Fascist imperialism, to eliminate the Stalinist burocracy 
from the soil of the first Workers' State, and establish an international re- 
public of the toilers founded upon the Leninist program of Workers Democracy. 
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EBRATA: Page 16, fourth line from bottom, full sentence should reads 


To Trotsky the zig-~zags are heltemskelter moves born of ignorance. 
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